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NEUROLOGY SERVICES NEED SPECIAL REVIEW, SAYS NEUROLOGICAL ALLIANCE

Neurology urgently needs to be reviewed by the Care Quality Commission (CQC) the Neurological Alliance said today, in welcoming the inclusion of neurology in a list of 13 topics for consideration in the CQC special review consultation, Assessment of Quality in 2010/11. 
The Neurological Alliance, which represents 8 million people with neurological conditions through 67 brain and spine charities, has been campaigning for the CQC to prioritise neurology for some time, including sending letters from members calling for this patient group to get the attention they deserve.
Most neurological conditions are chronic and progressive and few have cures. This means that most people receive long-term care from the NHS, local authority and independent providers, all of which are regulated by the CQC. 
Yet up to this point the CQC has not looked into the provision of neurology services, despite the evidence of significant inequalities in their quality and access. A special review would mean a full examination of how neurological services are run, and would lead to better quality of care for people with brain and spine conditions. 
Steve Ford, Trustee of the Neurological Alliance and Chief Executive of the Parkinson’s Disease Society said:

“The  All Party Parliamentary Group for Parkinson’s inquiry into access to services reported significant inequalities in access to Parkinson’s nurses, therapy services, aids and equipment, respite care and support for carers – with huge implication on how people cope with living Parkinson’s. We are delighted that the CQC have included neurology as a topic in the consultation, but will continue our Fair Care for Parkinson’s campaign to make sure neurology services are examined more closely.” 

Clare Moonan, Chief Executive (External) of the Neurological Alliance said:

“We hope a special review of neurology services will act as a powerful signal to service providers and commissioners to ensure that neurological conditions are given greater priority. There is a great deal of innovation and good practice in some areas of the country but unacceptably poor care in others. We need the CQC to use all its power and influence to look at why these gaps in service exist and ensure things improve across the board.” 
Nicolette Williams, Regional Development Manager of the Neurological Alliance said:
“We are delighted that the CQC has included neurology in its shortlist of possible topics for a special review, but this is only the first stage. What we need to do now is make sure that neurology is chosen from the shortlist, so if you or your family are affected by a neurological condition we would really encourage you to make your voice heard by responding to the consultation before 27th April.” 
Ends

Media enquiries

Siân Roberts on 020 7963 9311 or sroberts@parkinsons.org.uk. Out of hours 07961 460 248.

Notes to editors

1. The Neurological Alliance is the collective voice of England’s brain and spine charities. Their vision is that every person diagnosed with a neurological condition will have access to high-quality, joined-up services and good information from their first symptoms, throughout their life. Their objectives are to drive forward implementation of the National Service Framework for Long Term Neurological Conditions across England; to increase understanding of neurological conditions and of the lives of people with those conditions and to speak for the neurological community with an authoritative voice. www.neural.org.uk
2. Clare Moonan is joint Chief Executive of the Neurological Alliance with Katie Smith. Clare is on secondment from the Parkinson’s Disease Society, where she still maintains her role of Health Policy and Campaigns Manager. Katie Smith is also on secondment and maintains her role as Executive Office and Governance Manager at the MS Society.
3. Recent research from York University, commissioned by the DH, has also revealed widespread concern from the neurological community that since it’s publication in 2005 the National Service Framework for Long-term neurological conditions has not had the desired impact on services on the ground.  showed  that poor care can lead to more people ending up in hospital, which is not good for the patient but is also not a good use of NHS resources if people can be cared for adequately at home; something patients much prefer, when asked.
4. Other recent reports that have also highlighted inequalities in neurology services include Epilepsy Action’s Time for Change (Jan 2009) and North East Public Health Observatory’s Health Needs Assessment for Long Term Neurological Conditions in North East England (June 2000)
5. About the All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for Parkinson’s disease: 
Chair of the APPG for Parkinson’s disease:  Baroness Gale 
Officers of the APPG for Parkinson’s disease: Baroness Finlay of Llandaff, Mark Hunter MP, Anne Milton MP, Jeremy Browne MP, Lord Brooke of Sutton Mandeville, Paul Burstow MP, Madeleine Moon MP. The PDS acts as Secretariat for the APPG for Parkinson's disease.
6. The Parkinson’s Disease Society is the leading authority in the UK on the condition and a world leader in research, with over £45million invested in research over the last 40 years. We are closer than ever to finding a cure. We campaign for a better quality of life, provide expert information on all aspects of Parkinson’s and a local support network for people with Parkinson’s, their carers, families and friends.  We are totally dependent on voluntary donations.
